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Session #1 - James 1:1-12 ‘Perseverance in Trials’

Examine some common responses when trials and difficulties arise. How should
Christians face trials? Look at the difference between ‘Findingjoy’ [Passivc] and
‘choosingjog’. [v. 2]

In response to our trials, James comforts us with the hoPc that our strugg'cs are
not in vain; theg have purpose. ExPlorc the character traits clcvc|oPccl as we

encounter trials. [vv. 3-51 Define: perseverance.

Failure to persevere may bring comPromise — as we qucstion God’s gooclncss.
Investigate the consequences of doubting God's character during trials. [vv. 6-81

Look at how we are to pray.

4. Determine how an imProPcr self-evaluation can lend itself to diFFicu|ty in trials. [vv.

5.

9-11] Why is it harder to focus on sPiritua| wealth rather than material wealth?

lnsPcct the Promise givcn in verse 12.
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Session #2 — James 1:13-18 ‘Who’s to Blame?’

1. Discuss what these verses reveal about the nature and character of God.
What do these verses reveal about us? [Read: Il Peter 2:9; 1 Corinthians
10:13]

2. Describe the sequence from tcmptation to sin — using Fishing [bait, hook,
lurc, etc.]. [v. 141 Consider how the bcaring of a child resembles the birth
of sin from tcmPtation. [v. 151

3. If God doesn’t send tcmptations our way, review what He does send. [vv.

16-171

4. Investigate what it means to be ‘a kind of first fruits among God’s
creatures’. [Read: Romans 8:19-23; | Corinthians 15:20-23; Il Thessalonians
2:13]
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Session #3 ~ James 1:19-27 ‘Putting Faith to Work’

1. James instructs us to bc, ¢

uick to hcar’, ‘slow to sPcak’, ‘slow to anger’.
Assess which of these commands is most cha”cnging. [Read: Proverbs

14':29; ]7:28; 29:205 Psalm 59:]5 ]‘1’1:3—4’]

2. Discuss the results of ‘acccpting the word Plantccl in you’. [v. 211 [Read:
Hebrews 4:12; Romans 1:16; Acts 17:11]

3. ComParc and contrast the ‘hearer’ with the ‘doer’. [vv.22-25]

4. Examine what it means to clcvclop a faith ‘unstained bg the world’. what is

signﬂ:icant about sharing concern for orphans and widows.
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Session #4 - James 2:1-13 ‘P/aying Favorites’

1. ldcntﬂ:y the attitudes that lie at the root of Pcrsonal favoritism. [Read:
Isaiah 61:1-2; | Corinthians 1:26-29]

2. Do the poor have fewer ‘stumbling blocks” when it comes to rccciving the
GosPcl? Discuss how you feel when you observe the less fortunate bcing

s]ightcc].

3. Qur hectic limccstylcs cause us to make snal:)juclgmcnts about Pcoplc we
encounter. Describe the criteria you use to evaluate the Pcoplc you meet.

What criteria does God use to measure us?

4. Consider how one fulfills the ‘rogal law’. [v. 8] [Read: Matthew 22:36-40;
Luke 10:30-37]
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Session #5 — James 2:13-26 ‘Trash Talk?’

1. Analyzc the struggle between ‘knowing about’ God and truly ‘knowing’ and
acccPting Christ. Discuss how our actions reflect our faith in Christ. In what ways
can we cxpcct our actions [thoughts, bchaviors, motives] to change after we come
to know the Lord?

2. Determine how Rahab demonstrated her faith in Joshua 2:1-15. In what way does the
evidence of her faith reveal the condition of her heart?

3. Our salvation is not dependent on our worlcs, 961: our good works are evidence of
our salvation. Some folks remain undecided about their re!ationship with Christ yet
manage to live a good moral life. Assess if these good deeds are sufficient. [Read:
Romans %:2-28; Ephesians 2:8-10]

4. Establish what it means to have a hollow or dead faith. what seems to be the clriving

force of real faith?
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Session #6 — James 3:1-18 ’Tonguc Lock Down’

Explorc whg a teacher [coach] would incur a strictcr)'uclgmcnt than others.
In what way is having control of one’s tongue a kcg to sPiritual ‘maturitg’?
[Read: Proverbs 11:11; 15:2; 15:7; 10:14; 18:6-7; Ecclesiastes 10:12]

ComParc and contrast the sins of the tongue [gossiping, backbiting, etc.]
to the sins committed by the other Parts of the bodg [clrunkcnncss, sexual
impurity, {:ighting, etc.].

Analgzc the causes for using the tongue impropcrlg [trash ta”cing, foul
languagc, harsh tones, bragging, Iging, criticizing, compiaining, spcaking
crudcly, ﬂippant spccch, ta”cing abrasivcly, ta”cing too much, bcing

conclcsccncling, etc.].

[Rcacl 2 Chronicles 1:1-121 1f Solomon, who was grantccl both know!cclgc
and wisdom bg God, could grow into a {:ool, how can we make sure that we

stay wise? [vv.15-18]



1.

As you know
we comsidef blested dhoce who hine perievered
# 0 have beard of Job's .
ard hrve seen what the Lord finally brought about
The Lood is full of compastion and mercy
Juswes 211

stretchinmng H
IiVing e rn‘_‘u)rfzq’;tl’?/

Session #7 — James 4:1-10 ‘Team Conflicts’

Discuss the gcncral source of conﬂicts, quarrcls, and clisPutc.
Read: Luke 8:4-15 — How does this [csPccia“g v. 14] relate to James
4:17

Read: Psalm 138:6; Proverbs 15:33; 16:19; Micah 6:8; Matthew 18:1-4;
Luke 14:115 1 John 2:16 Examine humility and the major imPcdimcnt to

bccoming a humblc PCI’SOI’].

Detail the commands and the consequences attached to cach.
{Read: James 4:7-10] Discuss how these ten imPcrativcs contribute

to harmong and holincss.

Review how the Principlc in James 4:10 is illustrated by Jesus’ life.
[Read: PhiliPPians 2:5-111 How is this manifested in our own lives?
[Read: PhiliPPians 2:3-4]
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Session #8 — James 4:11-17 ‘Don’t P/ay God’

1. ComParc James’ injunction with that of the Lord Jesus’, [Rcacl:
Matthew 7:1-5]

2. Review | Peter 2:12; 3:16 in the context of aPProPriatc |iving.

3. Who determines your tomorrows? Analyzc how that changcs the way
you ook at future Plans. [vv. 13-151 [Read: Proverbs 27:1; Luke 12:16-
21; Proverbs 6:6-11]

4. [Rcad: Ephcsians 2:8-10] Discuss our Prcscribcd attitude toward
boasting.
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Session #9 — James 5:1-6 ‘Where’s the Justice?’

1. Assess common attitudes about money. [Read: 1 Timot]ﬂg 6:8-
105 17-191

2. Discuss the rcsPonsibilities and rewards as a manager of
God’s resources. [Read: Matthew 7:24-271

3. Examine injustice evident in the distribution of wealth. How

does such injusticc make you feel?

4. Explorc thc concern {:or Phgsical wcalth sometimes
ovcrshaclowing interest in sPiritual wealth.
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Session #10 — James 5:7-12 ‘Have Patience’

1. Evaluate this statement: ‘Paticncc is not rca”y somcthing you can
receive or pray for...itis somcthing you clcvclop through the
circumstances and choices of life.’ [Read: Jeremiah 26:1-16; John

15:18-191

2. Recount the most common complaints. Describe how comPIaining

makcs one ‘FCCI.

3. Consider Daniel 6:4-28 Which of James’ four directives [bc Paticnt;
strcngthcn your hcart; do not comp/ain; do not swear] do you see

illustrated in Daniel’s life?

4. Notice the perseverance in trying circumstances. [Read: Job 1:21-22;

2:10; 13:15; 19:25-17]
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Session #11 — James 5:13-20 ‘Test of True Faith’

In comParing gourscl{: to an athlete — would you say you are caPablc
of cnduring a marathon of suﬂzcring or are you out of breath after
onlg a few strides? [Read: Romans 5:3-5; 1| Timothg 2:9; 4:5]

Read: | Thessalonians 5:14, Hebrews 12:%; | Corinthians 1:27-32 what
are the rcsPonsibilitics listed that we must heed in hclPing the

‘weak’?

Observe the way F:lijah Praycc] [ Kings 17-18] Analgzc why prayer is
often our last resort rather than our first defense.
[Read: | Thessalonians 5:171

. Examine the proper Proccdurc for confrontation: Read — Matthew
7:1-2; Galatians 6:1-2; Matthew 20:25-28.



